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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR (B): LAETARE SUNDAY
SUNDAY 11th MARCH 2018
Laetare Sunday, the Fourth Sunday of Lent, takes its name from the
Latin word which begins the entrance antiphon (introit) for that
day. Laetare means rejoice, and this Sunday is marked by a
relaxation of the penitential character of the Lenten season. On this
Sunday, we look with expectation to the great Solemnity of Easter for
which we have been preparing ourselves as a Church during the
Lenten season. By its anticipation of the joy of Easter, Laetare
Sunday is meant to give us hope and encouragement as we slowly progress
towards the Paschal Feast. Mid-way through Lent we pause to reflect on the
meaning of our journey. Whatever the troubles or problems that accompany us on
our daily rounds, we affirm that Jesus can free us from their tyranny. To believe in
him is not to open ourselves to condemnation but to eternal life.
The Fourth Sunday of Lent has claims laid to it on all sides. It is
Mother’s Day a day for us to say a thank you to our mother who gave
birth to us, looked after us and made a lot of sacrifices for us. Let us
remember in gratitude our mother and offer her our prayers.

The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. (John 3:14-15)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and
be satisfied at her consoling breast.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING
2 Chronicles 36:14-16,19-23
All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of the nations and defiling
the Temple that the Lord had consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the
God of their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger after messenger, since he
wished to spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the messengers of
God, they despised his words, they laughed at his prophets, until at last the wrath
of the Lord rose so high against his people that there was no further remedy. Their
enemies burned down the Temple of God, demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set
fire to all its palaces, and destroyed everything of value in it. The survivors were
deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power. This is how the word of the Lord was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah, ‘Until this land has enjoyed its sabbath rest,
until seventy years have gone by, it will keep sabbath throughout the days of its
desolation.’ And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word of the
Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king
of Persia to issue a proclamation and to have it publicly displayed throughout his
kingdom: ‘Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia, “the Lord, the God of heaven, has
given me all the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me to build him a Temple
in Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people, may his God
be with him! Let him go up.”
The word of the Lord. R. Thanks be to God
________ ***** ________

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 136
R. O let my tongue cleave to my mouth if I remember you not!

By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there
we hung up our harps. R.

O how could we sing
the song of the Lord
on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither! R.

For it was there that they asked us,
our captors, for songs,
our oppressors, for joy.
‘Sing to us,’ they said,
‘one of Zion’s songs.’ R.

O let my tongue
cleave to my mouth
if I remember you not,
if I prize not Jerusalem
above all my joys! R.

SECOND READING

Ephesians 2:4-10

God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mercy: when
we were dead through our sins, he brought us to life with Christ – it is
through grace that you have been saved – and raised us up with him and
gave us a place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.
This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness towards us in
Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by grace that you
have been saved, through faith; not by anything of your own, but by a gift
from God; not by anything that you have done, so that nobody can claim the
credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good life as
from the beginning he had meant us to live it.
The word of the Lord. R. Thanks be to God
________ ***** ________
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son: everyone who believes in him
has eternal life.
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
GOSPEL

John 3:14-21

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him. Yes, God loved
the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not be lost but may have eternal life. For God sent his Son into the
world not to condemn the world, but so that through him the world might be
saved. No one who believes in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses
to believe is condemned already, because he has refused to believe in the
name of God’s only Son. On these grounds is sentence pronounced: that
though the light has come into the world men have shown they prefer darkness to the light because their deeds were evil. And indeed, everybody who
does wrong hates the light and avoids it, for fear his actions should be exposed; but the man who lives by the truth comes out into the light, so that it
may be plainly seen that what he does is done in God.’
READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
I Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 Psalm: 50 A pure heart create for me , O God.
II Reading: Hebrew 5:7-9 Gospel: John 12:20-33
* Full Text is available from Universalis.com

THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; Through him
all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit (all bow) was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and
was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his
kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
WE SHALL PRAY THIS WEEKEND:

Preface of Lent II & Eucharistic Prayer III
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Pray brothers and sisters that my sacrifice and your may be acceptable to
God, the Almighty Father.

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.
SANCTUS: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord of God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH.

Save us, saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set
us free.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jerusalem is built as a city bonded as one to-

gether. It is there that the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, to praise the name
of the Lord.

PARISH FAITH FORMATION, NEWS & MISSION

MOTHER’S DAY OR MOTHER CHURCH?
It’s easy to confuse Mothering Sunday with Mother’s Day. They seem to be the
same if we don’t pay too much attention. But they are very different. Mother’s
Day is a recent invention. Mothering Sunday goes back many centuries.
Mothering Sunday is connected with the practice of returning to one’s home
parish during Lent in order to make one’s “Easter Duties”. It is about recognising our “mother parish”, the place we were baptised and nourished in the
Christian life. Today people are so mobile that the idea of returning to a mother
parish no longer makes the same sense. But Mothering Sunday reminds us of
the household of faith to which we belong.

•

•

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR YOU AT THIS LENT
•
If possible attend Mass regularly (e.g. weekdays)
•
Say your Morning/Evening Prayer and Examination of Conscience
•
Spend time praying; maybe mediate on the Mysteries of the Rosary
•
Read Spiritual Books
•
Pray the Stations of the Cross or join the Parish Fridays at 7pm.
Spend time with the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament Mon-Sat
7.30am-9am
Join the Parish for the Lenten Retreat on Saturday 10th March.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Please come and join in praying the STATIONS OF THE CROSS at
7pm every Friday in Lent.

EARLY MORNING MASS IN LENT
Until Wednesday 28th March, there will be a 7.00am early morning Mass, Adoration
7.30am-9am, Rosary 8am, Morning Prayer 9am from Monday-Saturday at St Boniface.
LENTEN FAST DAY COLLECTION FOR THE ORPHANAGE HELD
LAST WEEKEND
Thank you for keeping the poor in your prayers and the money you gave from
the Lenten Fast, that will be sent to the Orphanage. We raised £ 2569.76 ( Loose
£1174.04 & Gift Aided £1395.72). We shall use this money for the completion of
the paving of the courtyard which will help the nuns to take the children outside on wheel chairs.
PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP
St. Boniface Padre Pio’s Group will meet every second and fourth Monday of
the month from 7-8pm. The main focus of the group is to pray and support
and to know more about the spirituality of St Padre Pio. The first meeting is on
this Monday 12th March at 7pm. All are most welcome.
GIFT AID ENVELOPES: thank you very much for all those who are in the
Gift Aid scheme. The tax rebate helps the Parish in a big way to meet its expenses. If anyone has lost/mislaid their envelopes, please use a plain envelope with
your number or name written on the envelope. Many thanks.

URDU MASS IN THE PARISH
We warmly welcome the Urdu Community who will have a mass in the Parish
on third Sunday of every month at 4pm. The first Mass will be on Sunday 18th
March . All Urdu speaking people are most welcome to attend.
RETREAT FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
The Parish is organising a Lenten Retreat for Young People aged 17-30 years on
Friday 23rd March from 7pm-9pm. The retreat begins with Mass at 6.30pm. All
young people are invited and encouraged to attend.
CHURCH CLEANING: thank you very much to all those who are volunteered to clean the Church on Mondays. Please don’t forget about your duty according to the Rota. THIS MONDAY IS THE WEEK 2 (TEAM 2) AT 7PM.

NOVENA TO ST JOSEPH
To prepare for the feast day celebration of St Joseph on 19th March, parish will
have a 9-Day Novena to St Joseph starts from this Sunday. The Novena will be
at 7pm on weekdays (Mon– Fri) and 7.30pm Saturday & Sunday.
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMMES
RCIA: Next Programme is on Tuesday 13th March at 7.30pm in the Parish
Meeting Room.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: next programme is on Saturday 17th March at
9.50am in the Parish Hall.
NEW ROTA FOR EUCHARISITIC MINISTERS.
Please collect the new Rota for April– June from the Porch.
PARISH OPEN HOUSE
If you need to see a priest to sign a school supplementary form, discuss about
baptism or wedding or a private matter, please come to the Parish Open House
on FRIDAY 16th March from 6pm—7.30pm. No appointment needed.
ST PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATIONS
The Parish invites everyone to join for the feast day Mass at 6.30pm on SATURDAY 17th MARCH, followed by celebrations in the hall with live music, Irish
Dance and lots more. Tickets are available from the Coffee Shop. You are requested to bring something that is unique to St Patrick’s Day at the offertory.
HOLY WEEK CELEBRATIONS
Confessions during Masses on Palm Sunday. Maundy Thursday: Mass of the Last
Supper 8pm, Good Friday: Station of the Cross for children at 10am, Solemn celebration
of the Passion of the Lord at 3pm and Easter Vigil at 7.30pm. This year we will have a
Resurrection Scene in the parish Hall at 7.30pm followed by service of light and procession to the Church.
TO BAPTISE A BABY
It is most important to first see a priest at the Parish Open House,
then you will need to attend a Baptismal Preparation programme
that takes place on the last Monday of every month at 7.30pm in the
Presbytery.

PARISH COUNCIL will meet on this Thursday 15th March at 7.30pm

BAPTISM PROGRAMME
Next Programme is on MONDAY 26th MARCH at 7.30pm in the Presbytery.
HOSPITAL VISITS
If you or a family member are admitted to St George’s Hospital and would like to see
a priest, please contact Fr Jonathon Routh, the hospital chaplain on 020 8725 3069. In
an emergency, please ask the ward staff to contact the Catholic priest on call.
Kathleen O’Regan’s funeral is on Tuesday 13th March at 12.30pm and Jean
Halford’s on Tuesday 20th March at 10.30am Mass followed by service at Lambeth Crematorium. May they rest in peace!
PARISH PRAYER LIST
Please remember in your prayers all those on our parish prayer list.
The Sick: Marie-Jeanne Bheemul, Ellen Cahill, Nilojan Mariyathas, Jill Hart, Betty
Joyce, Mary & Tony Hardy, Esther Daley, Clifford Tetteh, Norman Mendonca, Irene
Mendonca, Julianna Hayfron, Norah Bolger, Nino Abel, Patricia Xerri, Mike &
Monique Nash, Geoffrey Bowydin, Albert Folvi, Terence Rodrigues, Marciana
Tangcay.
Recently Deceased: Cleveland Daley, Lucy Lartey and Philippe Delechat.
Anniversaries: Grace Ashionon, Douglas Smith, Martha Booth, William Smith, Peter
Bekoe, Anthony McGuinness, Filomena Rose, Kathleen Burnett, Allister Calliste, John
McMahon, Mary Tierney, Percy Webbe, Maria Alvares, Geoffrey Daniels, Aniroot
Paranam, Desmond Augustin, Michael Stafford, Francis Darragh, Elizabeth Coughlan,
John Rivans, Shirley Gammon, Margaret Reid.
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Morning:

10th & 11th March
17th & 18th March
LITURGICAL READERS (please collect a copy of the rota)
Robi Kennedy, Finnuala Lynch
Ethna Power, Colleen Lue
Faith Soriano, Angus Xavier
Pat Willis, Rexon Ribidelmo
Kieran Kelly, Mary Sagoe
Cyprian Rutkowski,
Fortune Musonda
Sharon Wrightman,
Callum Fernadez,
Mathewson Mathews
Mikhaela Dayaday
Padraig Cronin, Ivon A Kandiah
Susan Daniel, Angel Babu
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS (please collect a copy of the rota)
Agnela, David & Manuel Cabral
Kirsten, Lucinda & Mathew D’Souza
Mary Donoghue, Coralee Hilton, Mary Donoghue, Pat Willis,
Elizabeth Rodrigues
Monique Sinfailam
Edy Endoza, Virginia Francois,
Carina Jualo, Isabella Mitchell,
Damian P Keeling
Kasia Zuzewicz
Rosemary John, Marjorie Smith,
Neves D’Souza, Tharma Kandiah,
Mary Mayhe
Nellie De Los Santos
Reya Mathai, Juliana De Souza,
Barrie Ellis-Daley, Agnes Babu,
Barrie Ellis-Daley
Juliana De Souza
Wk2: Mon 12th Mar @ 7pm
Wk3: Mon 19th Mar @ 10am
Tigist Deneke, Shanique Blake,
Genet Andemariam

Fiona Rice, Nicole Heath,
Kirsty Austin

OFFERTORY COLLECTION
The collection last weekend was £2,266.11
[Loose plate 49%; Gift Aid 51%]. Thank you for your generosity
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Tuesday 13th March
Parent & Toddler Group
(9.30-11am Function Suite)
Charismatic Prayer Group
(7pm Church)
Wednesday 14th March
Rosary Prayer Group at 7pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Sat: 11.30am-12.30pm
Adoration &
Morning Prayer
Monday - Saturday: 8.45am
Holy Hour on First Friday
5.15pm—6.15 pm

Sharon Francis Intentions
Sean McGrath
Eduardo, Juanita & Riveline De Leon
Michael McCarthy RIP
Patrick Kong RIP
Victoria O’Byrne-Loughran
People of the Parish
Claudia & Victor Peppin
Mario Rantac RIP
Funeral: KATHLEEN O’REGAN
Anne & Michael-John Naughton
Virginia Tagupa RIP
Diego Pinto RIP
Shenali De Zoysa
Albert & Tereza Joseph
Francis Coyle
Kathleen Young
Bill Connors RIP
Jim Maloney RIP
Ann Brereton RIP
Thomas Mannion RIP
Sarah Nambooze RIP
Ann & Michael Parsons
Jim Maloney RIP
Rose McIntyre Intentions
Mary Kearney Intentions
Peggy Hogan
Thursday 15th March
Knit & Natter Group
(3pm Parish Meeting Room)
Legion of Mary
(7.15pm Parish Meeting Room)
Tamil Mass (7.30pm Church)
Friday 16th March
50+ Club (2pm Function Suite)
Parish Open House
(6pm—7.30pm in Presbytery)

Novena to
St Anthony
Tuesday 10am
Divine Mercy Chaplet
Friday: 10am

Novena to
Our Lady of
Perpetual
Succour
Saturday: 10am

